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Orafmach as Over Crohwell, called Lord ProteRor of 
Eng/and, Scotland and Ireland, chief Ruler according to 
a. man.) hath-boand himſelf by an oath, and (worn that -e 
willzphold and maint 1inthe true reformed. Pro:eftan:( briſtian Rc- 
. Ligion im the parity thereof, 45 it is fontained i: the O'd and new Te- 
ftamert of th: Scrip ures; which/oath heis bound to perform be- 
fore the Lord andunto all men. , * 
Now it remains to be tried and proved what the Chriſt ian R- 
ligies is, and who ict-isin theſe Nations thatareof the truere- 
ormed P-oteſtam Chriſtian Relig iongin rhe purity theyerf,, as it is 
Eptained in theScriptures, ſeeing there areabandance of Sets 
-- ayddiverſities of judgements, and many Aſſemblies and gather- | 
ings of people wlioare divers in their wayes, in their practices, j 
and in their form of Religion intheſe: Nations, which doth all 
profeſs the Seriptures;and that their form-of Religion is accor- ; 
co the Scriptures;. but:thiscannor be ,- but ir-will be manifeſt 0- | 
therwiſe; forthe Scriptures which were given forth by the one | 
ſpirit of God, bears noe witneſsof many true Ways , or unto 
many true Religions , but unto one truth, and nnto one true 
Religion, and ts the Declaration of one way of life, and ſalya- 
tion by one Jeſus Chriſt, and there is no other Name under hea- 
Len.given tor lalvation;and they that believe in himgand receive 
him; they:it.isonely\thavareof the true Religion, who are pui- 
ded by his ſpirit, and changed thereby fron "death to life ; and 
luch hath vnicy wich the Father,and with che $0n, and one with 
another, and are not of this world, but heirs of ce Kindom of 
God, andetheſe may-own gud ctaim a. jus to pe defended and 
proſervdcin'their exerciſe arid praRice £ f Religion. | 
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Therefore come all ſorts of people, andlet ns try and prove; 
who it is that is of the true Religion, and who it is that heis: 
beand to maintain and uphold by his oaths Comel ſay, all Sets; 
and ſorts of people,andappeat to trial; Dare you join iſſue with; 
mein this matter, to-try your profeſſion and praftiſeof Reli-: 
gion > whetherit be'according to the Scriptures in the puricy» 
thereof yea or nay;for the Lord hath putir into my heart to lay 
you all co the line of true jadgement, and to prove you whether 
you muii be upholden and maintained-in your Religion, yea or 
nay : Come claim'your priviledge, if yoar proteſſion and- pra- 
Ctice in Religion be according to the Scriptures, then you may 
own your right, and the benefit of the Protectors oath; but if 
your profeſhion and praRtice in Religion be otherwiſe, and nos 
according to the Scriptures, then you-muſt ſtand back, and ge: 
fend your ſelves if you can, for.the ProteRor is not- bourid te 
maintain and uphold youin your practice of Religion: And 
with this argument I ſhall cry you all, wharſoever i: profe ſſedang 
prattiſed fer Religion, for which there us Keith er command 107 pre= 

fidert in Script me, 1s mot accordirg io the Scripture, let this fall 
where it may, this is cruth, and therefore all people come to tri-'; 
al, and receive your judgement by this rule: "= i194 

And firſt, the true Religion is a walking with God:in purity, 
and holineſs, a pertorming of good to him, and not doing, any 
evil, a belief in Chriſt, and receiving of him, anda living in him, 
and through t!-6 operation of his ſpirit , to be changed, into his, 
image, and the body of-fin and death put off , anda living ro, 

Godin all things , and not a living to-this vain World in any , 
thing, but in all things to be guided by the ſpirit of Chriſt: This, 
in ſhort is a deſcription of the true Religion, and they that are 
of this Religion ſhall be ſaved in the day of the Lord, and ine-/ 
quity and righteouſneſs ſhould be proteted according ro. the, 
Oath before-mentioned , or elſe the oath is not performed in 
juſtice, but rather broken through tranſgreſfion;, And firſt of. 
all,as concerning that proteſſion & praRice in Religion,, which 
is moſt general in theſe Nations, I mean ſuch as ſpronk/e /nfarts, 
cndare ſprinkled being 1fants, profeſſing it t0 be the Baptiſm into 
the faith of Chriſt, and that it 1s a ſeal of the new Covenan”, and of 


remiſſion of (ins, and that thereby people are made capable of mnion' 
ro A.2 | Ps; 
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with Chriſt, and that iniae fign of rez:neration, &c.This is praQti- 
ſed and profeſſed by maay forReligion, but this praQice and do- 
@rine is not accordingeo the Scripture, being it was never com- 
manded, nor any example for ic in Scripcure ; therefore{all ye 
through «ll cheſe Nations that are made Chriſtians , and ownes 
your titlein Chriſtianicy, and a right to fellowſhip with Chriſt, 
andichatye are joyned co the Church, and become members of 
Ciriſt, becauſe you were ſprinkled when you were Infants, (and 
all-yerthac reach chis for do@rine, and praQtice ir for m_—_ 
youarenotof cherrue Chriſtian Religion in the purity thereof, 
as itis contained in the Scriptures. ThisI do affirm, therefore 
ſcand you by,for what you practiſe and profeſſe, chere is neither 
command nor preſident in Scripture; if you could ſhew any, you 
arenowcalled, and a neceſlicy is put upon you to make 
uſe of your knowledge , if you would. be protecred in this 
Commonwealth. in yeur practiſe of RELIGION; 
likewiſe you fing,, and give to ſing Davids Plalmes tn 
rime and meerter, profeſſing itis to th: gory ani honey of God, 
yepractice this as an Ordinance of God, as apart of his Wor- 
ſhip; and as a part of your Religion; but this practice and pro- 
feſfion alſo is manifeſt not to be according to Scriptures, be- 
cauſe it was never commanded, neither is there any preſident 
for rhis practice in the Scriptures, in Goſpel-times:.T herefore in 
this parc of your Religion you cannot juſtly own to be protect- 
ed and maintained; becauſe the Protectors oath reaches notro 
uphold & maintain any ſuch practices in Religion , which is nor 
according to the Scriptures; likewiſe all ye chat meets together 
to exerciſe your Religion, and to worſhip God in /emp'e; made 
with hands [et apa-t by you for that prattic: , profeſſing them to 
bz Churches of Chriſc, this is not according, bur contrary to 
the Scriptures, which ſaith, G»d dwell; wt 1» [emles made with 
hands, neither did the Saints of old conſtantly practice any ſuch 
thing, bur it was the perſecutors chat met in 7 emp/es made with 
hands, who caſt oat, and hailed the Apof/:: out of ſuch Tem- 
ples, ſorhatia this practice you eannot juſtly own to be pro- 
rected, as not being « practice in Religion according to Scrip- 
rures. Likewiſe all ye whoſe 1M{niters preacheth for hire, and 
here hire for preaching, ſo much a year, and ſo much a Sermen 


at a Town, or a Pariſhin a fetled place, and who takes Tythes, _ 
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and compells people to pay tythes by a Law; ſuch are not theMi- 
niſters of Chriſt; and ye that uphold ſach for Miniſters of Chrilt, 
are falſe in jadgemeac, and blind.in underſtanding, and are not 
of that Chriſtian Religion. which is according ts Scriptures in 
the purity thereof, neitherMiniſters nor people, for theMiniſters 
of Chriſt never a&ed any ſach thing; it was the faiſe Prophets, 
and falſe Apoſtles that preached for hire, and for gifts and. re-- 
wards; neither did the Saints and Chnrches of Chriſt look upon 
them that aRte& thoſe things, to be Miniſters of Chriſt, ; but on 
the contrary, declared again(t chem to be deceivers:; ſo that all 
you people, and you profeſſed Miniſters that as thoſe things 
chat the falſe Prophets ated , and all you :people thatloves to 
have it ſo, and gives hire to your Miniſters for preaching, and 
conſenteth unto ic, none of you are of the chriſtian Religian,as - 
itis beldfort'! in the Scriptures , becanſe this part of your pray 
Rice in Religion is not according, bur contrary to Scriptures: 
Now ſubſtra@Qing all theſe in theſe NedoapGam the whole 
which practiſech and profeſſeth theſe things mentioned for Or- 
digances of God, and for his Worthip , none of you are of the 
true chriſtian religion as it is-beld forth in the Scriptures, becauſe 
theſe things which you practiſe for Religion,is not held forth in 
all che Scriptures by any example or command, likewiſe you are 
of the greateſt number of people in all rheſe Nations, and that 
practice and profeſſion in Religion which the greateſt number 
follow and exerciſe themſelves in, cannot be the true chriſtian 
Religion, becauſe the Scripture ſaith, Few are in the tra*ght way 
that lea1s io lite, towit,in the'(pureanderne Religion ; but ma- 
ny arcin the broad way that leads ro:deftruction; and ſuch that 
are the greateſt number: who areinthe broad way , are notin 
the Religion in the purity thereof, asitis held forth 1n the Scrip- 
tures; likewife many of yewho practiſe thoſe things mentioned 
for Religion, re ye: «ncomverted 10God, bur lives in wickedneſs, 
in the pride and vanities, andinall the evilof this World, in 
double-dealing, in drankeane(s, in Whoredom,& in the Works 
of. darkneſs, therefore you are not of the true chriſtian Religi- 
on,neither do you walk with God in purity and holineſs, neither 


areyouchanged by Chriſt into bis Image, -nor are guided by his . 


xid 


fpicit, neicher do you live to God in any: thing, but to this wo 


in all things, and your Religion is manifeſt not to be according 
to the Scriptures, but contrary ; and ſo let all people conſider 
whether of no you muſt be maintained in your Religion- Come 
forth and plead your cauſe all yethar are-called Pre: byteriany, 
arid Indeperdents,and alt others, ſtand up,and prove if you can, 
your practice in'religion to be according toScriptures; but ſeing 
no man i5 able to prove theſe things mentioned, which is practi- 
ſed by you for Religion, to wit, Sprizking of /»rfants, and fing- 
ing Davids experiexces inrme ard meet y, and worſhippg God in 
fe: -places, as Ido!-Temples,, and preaching fer , and givn g griat 
{: ms of morey for precchirg, with other things practiſed by you 
for Religion, neither were theſe things ever commandedin Seri- 
ptures; neither is there any example for the practiſe of theſe 
things.in Scripture by any of the Lores people, & therefore you 
cannot juſtly ewn a title in the Protectors oath, to be maintai- 
ned and upheld by vertue thereef in theſe your practiſes of Re- 
ligion; for it appears he is but bound onely to uphold and main- 
tain that Religion which is according to Scriptures , and not 
them who practiſeth' thoſe things for Religion which are not 
according, bur contrary to the'Scriptures, Likewiſe all ye-chac 
arecalled gathered churches, who holds forth for Doctrinethar 
the Scriptures arethe word, (by which the world was made ) and 
that the Scriptures are the foundatior; and that the Scripi ures are 
the way to ſ:{vatior;& that the Letter and the Sprrit are unſepari- 
b r;and that rhe Scriptares ave bot h the Writings ad the thing fie- 
1 fic, and that except aman be baptrz:d with water, he caxro: be 


ſaved, with ſuch like Doetrines which have becn held forth by 


ſome profeſſing themſelves to be of the church of Chriſt, all you 
are manifeſt-not tobe of the chriſtian religion, becauſe thoſe do- 
ctrines are not according, but rather contrary to theScriptures: 
Likewiſe all ye whoſe practiſe in the exerciſe of Religion is but 
by-imitation from the Scriptures , and you are not led by the 
ſpiric of the Father in what you ſpeak & practiſe, you are not of 
the true chriſtian religionw® theScripture ſpeaksof, for the ſons 
of God, & who are of-the true Religion, are led by the ſpirit of 
God, & not by their own thoughts & imaginations, &-rhe tra- 
ditionsef men; andall that are not led by the ſpirit of the Fa- 
Ther, are not of the true chriſtian Religion as itis held forth in 
the 


the Scriptares, and not anytharWgach can juſtly own to be 
protected in-their. Religion, becaulets not according to the 
Scriptures, likewiſe all ye that datirdfeſs the things of God 
and Chriſt, and.that you are members of the charch of Chriſr, 
and profefſes righteguſneſs and truth in wotds, and. Je! /ives 1» 
ride amd the vanities of this world, and in urri/hicouſneſs, and the 
cuſtoms of the heathergwhich are varr,& are not clenſed from un- 
righteouſnes, nor freed from thebody of Fn&death, neither doth 
aniwer your profeſſion w4 a converMrign,Mhewing that you are 
not guided with that ſpirit whoſe, words you do ptofels, all you 
a re hypocrites, & lives in hypocrifie, none of You are df the (7% 
Ch-iſtian Re'igimn as it 15 eld f;rib tn the Scriptures, for the exer- 
ciſein true Religion ſheweth forth in life what is profeſſed in 
words ; cometry.yeur ſelves, and proye,your ſelves all ſorts of 
people, for now your Religion is ic be tryed, what NameTſoever 
ou go under; andall. you that practiſe and profeſs thoſe things 
or Religion for which thereis n&rher cotnmand' ror preſideric 
in Scripture, your Religion is concluded not to be according to 
Scriptures, and ſo no title or priviledge can any of you juſtly 
own of being upheld or-maj ined by the Prerettcy; oark, bur 
as. I have ſaid, for ſprinkling ou nfants, and [inging: David; ex- 
periencesin rime and meeter, &c there is neſther commarid 
ner preſident in Scriptures,and therefore you! that praRtiſe thoſe 
things which I baye mentioned for Religion, are not of the true 
chriſtian Religion which js, according to the Scriptutes, which 
is to be-protected., Likewiſe all ye that perfecur&s by Yeproaches 
or revilings; and cruelty, or that cauſed) the pedple of God to 
be perſecuted, many of you there arein theſe Natiotis which 
profefſeth Religion, ret AYC enV104 5 perſons, and perſ/ecur; r:of the 
zunocent , hereby, it.is manifeſ; that youare not of that Religion 
which is accqrding.to Scriptures; top the Saints hever perſecuted 
any, but, were ahemſelyes perſecuted for, righrebb(l of Jn ſo 
you are not to be protected in fuch exerciſe,bEcaiffeicls nor ac- 


cording, but contrary co the Scriptures, for you have tb exam» 
ple from the Saints for profeſſing and practiſing = ſon, and 
yer pexſecuting rich as are of the true Religion, E_conſcj- 
ences are roly exerciſed towards God dif cowards all men: '* 


. 
on 


Now 


Now ſceing that ir is Wfeovered in part, who it is that are not 
-of thetrue chriſcian Religion according to the Scriptures, it re- 
mains to be proved (if there be any) who it is chat is of the 
true chriftian Repos aSitisheld forth in the Scriptures, and 
who it is that is to be protected in therr practiſe and exerciſe of 
Religion : And as concerning the deſpiſed and rejected people 
called Quakers, herein T ſhal ſpeak for them as a Friend corhem, 
and a lover of their ways, who is not aſhamed of cheir practiſes 
in Rehigion,and ſhall meaſure and try their practiſes in Religion 
whether it be according to Scripture, and if it prove ſo to be, 


that what they practiſe for Religion, and holds forth for Do- % 
Crine, is according to the Scriptures, then why ſhould not they 4 
own their right and priviledge to be upholden and maintained oF 
by theProtectors oath, who hath ſworn to uphold and mainrain k. 


them and theirReligion, whoſe exerciſe in Religion is 8--ording 
to Scriptures, being that ſame _ is, and hath beca faichful 
ſubjects of this Commonwealth. 
And firſt of all, they dare not own themſelves to be Chriffi- 
ans, nor to be members of Chriſt, nor to have ayy r1g't or title to 
: be Kingdom of God, but #s they witneſſe converting by the ſpirir 
of the Lord;and are changed from death to life, and from dark- 
neſſle to light, and from Sarans power to the power of God, 
through the operation of the ſame ſpirit, and asin all their 
works and ways, and exerciſes in Religion , they are guided by 
the ame ſpirit who leaderh them our of the World, and out of 
all the vanities aad evil works thereof, and this is aceording to 
the Scriptures,and their Religion herein is 'uſtified by the Scrip- 
rures, who witnefſeth That Chrif i in thew , and that they have 
received him through faith, and thereby are cleanſed from all en-, 
righteouſneſſe, and have put off, and are Poms the body of 
fin and death,and walks with God in purity and holineffe, being 
led by the ſpirit of God therein, and with God they have peace, 
| es, Kogaejcen by Jeſus Chriſt , who is their ſalvation, and 
ey 


ave no other, and this is according to the Scriprares. 
And againe as concerning their meetings, and the manner 
thereof, it is not contrary , but according to the Scriptures; for 
chough rhey meer in many parts of theſe Nations by great num- 


bers; ſome. in the open fields , and ſome on the POIs in 
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ſome places, and ſometime without doots,and ſomerimeinhon- 
ſes, «ll this practiſe is according to the Scriptures; for we read 
Aati.5.1- inthe days of Chriſt, That there were f£reat mnltatmde s 
of prople that followed bim , and he went np inte a Mom: tein, and 
preached, ard tans ht them mpen the Manniarn, and in Matt 24. & 
14.vwe read that there was great multitudes that cameont of the 
Cities untoJeſus into the Deſerts, & he bad compa ſſicm toward them, 
and did good unto them,and at that time there was many thou- 
ſands mer rogether, as you may read, and it ſeems ftayed-whole 
days together, for they fate down 8n tbe grofſe, anda together, 
and then Jeſus ſert the oveitirndes away, andin Hark 6. you 
may read how that multicudes came toJeſus out of the Cirres mm- + 
19 a deſert place, and Jeſus began to teack them many things in 
that deſert place, for he had compaſtion on the multitude, and 
inLske g.hew the people again followed Jeſus in1s 4 deſert place, 
and he preached un. o them the King :om of God: Such meetings 
then was counted ſtrange, as ſuch meetings are now when the 
people of God meets together by great numbers, to preach, 


and to hear the Kingdom of God preached; but their meetings 


are according to the Scriptures, for the people of God in gene- 
rations peſt, metin the ſame manner as the people of God eal- 
led Quatyrs, meets now; for ſomtime Chriſt preach- 
ed out of n * ſhipunts the people that Rood-on the * Mark 4. 
ſea ſhore; & * P a» {kneeled down & prayed among 1,2. 
the Seints near the ſea ſhore, ar his paſſing mo ther © Lake 5 3. 
ſp, and we read 44#: 2: that there was three thou- * 4&#:20 
ſand converted at one Sermon, then there muſt | 
needs bea great meeting, and a great deal of people met toge- 
ther, ſuch meerings now are wondred at, but ſuck meetings are 
bur according to Scripture; fo that this part of their practiſe in 
religion is agreeable to the Scriptures, and the ſame as the ſaints 
practiſe was in ages paſt: And as for the people of God meeting 
rogether ſometime in the night- ſeaſon te wait upen the Lord, 
and-jometimes fitting'in filence, & waiting upon the Lord & no 
words uttered amongſt them, bur everyone fictingfilent before 
the Lord having received nothing from the Lord to ſpeak onero 
another, at which the people of the world do wender,and falſly 
judg ir not tobe a chriſtian exerciſe, burwe readin theScripture, 
F4b 2: that Jeb (who was a chriſtian , for he wasa yuft —_ 
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yyered in part, who it is that are not 
- of the true chriſtian Rel accordinp to the Scriptures; it re- 
mains to be proved ( if there be any) who it is chat is of the 
erue chriſtian Religion as it is held forch in the Scriptures, and 
who ic is that is to be protected in their practiſe and exerciſe of 
Region : And as concerning the deſpiſed and rejected people 
called Q«ak+-s,herein T ſhal ſpeak for them as a Friend torhem, 
and a lover of their ways, who is not aſhamed of cheir practiſes 
in Rehgion,and ſhall meaſure and try their f «rye in Religion 
whether it be according to Scripture, and if it prove ſo to be, 
that what they practiſe tor Religion, and holds forth for Do- 
Qrine, is according to the Scriptures, then why ſhould not they 
own their right and priviledge to be uphoiden and maintained 
by theProtectors oath, who hath Morn to uphold and maintain 
them and their Religion, whoſe exerciſe in Religion is according 
to Scriptures, being that lame people is, and hath been faichful 
ſubjects of this Commonwealth. 

And firſt of all, they dare not own themſelves to be Chriffi- 
ans, nor to be members of Chriſt, nor to have any rig't or title to 
: be Kingdom of God, but as they witneſle converting by the ſpirit 
of the Lord;and are changed from death to life, and from dark- 
neſſle to light, and from Sarans power to the power of God, 
through the operation of the ſame ſpirit, and astn all their 
works and ways, and exerciſes in Religion , they are guided by 
the ſame ſpirit who leaderk them our of the World, and out of 
all the yanities and evil works thereof, and this is aceording to 
the Scriptures,and their Religion herein is 'uſtified by the Scrip- 
tures, who witnefleth That Chrif i in chews , and that they have 
received him through ſaith, and thereby are cleanſed from all en-. 
righteouſneſſe, and have pur off, and are putting off the body of 
fin and death,and walks with Godin any holineffe, being 
led by the ſpirit of God therein, and with God they have peace, 

. being recanciled by Jeſus Chriſt , who is their ſalvation, and 
they have no other, and this is according to the Scriptures. 

And againe as pare r4:1, mes meetings, and the manner 
thereof, iris not contrary , but according to the Scriptures; for 
though they meer in many parts of theſe Nations by great num- 


bers, ſome in the open kelds, and ſome 0n the _— in 
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ſome places, and ſometime without doots,and ſomerimeinhon- 
ſes, 4ll this practiſe is according to the Scriptures; for we read 
Mat.5 1+ in the days of Chriſt, That there were great multnwels 
of prople that followed bim , and he went mp inte a Mot: $ein, and 
preached, ard tans ht then wpon the Mannain, and in Matt. 24. & 
14.we read that there was great multitudes that cameone of the 
Cities wntoJeſus 1nto the Deſerts, & he bad compaſſicn toward them, 
and did good unto them,and at that time there was many thou- 
ſands met rogether, as you may read, and it ſeems ftayed-whole 
days together, for they fate down on! be frofſe, andca: together, 
and then Jeſus ſext ihe nueitirndes away, andin Hark. 6, you 
may read how that multicudes came toJeſus out of the Cirres 1i- + 
19 a deſert place, and Jeſus began to teach them many things in 
that deſert place, for he had compaſſion on the rnltitude, and 
inLeke g.hew the people again followed Jeſus in1s 4 deſert place, 
and be preached un.o them the King :om of God: Sack mectings 
then was counted ſtrange, as ſuch meetings are now when the 
people of God meets together by great numbers, to preach, 


and to hear the Kingdom of God preached; but their meetings 


are according to the Scriptures, for the people of God in gene- 
rations peſt, metin the ſame manner as the people of God eal- 
led Quaterrs, meets now; for ſomtime Chriſt preach- 
edour of « *ſhipunts the people thar Rood on the */Mark 4. 
ſea ſhore; & * P a» { kneeled down & prayed among 1,2. 
the Seints near the ſea ſhore, ar his paſſing mo the © Lak 5 3. 
ſlip,and we read 4#: 2: that there was three thou- -* 4&#:20 
ſand converted at one Sermen , then there muſt 
needs bea great meeting, and a great dcal of people met toge- 
ther, ſuch meetings now are wondred at, but ſuck meetings are 
but according to Scripture; ſo that this part of their practiſe in 
religion is agreeable to the Scriptures, and the ſame as the ſaints 
practiſe was in ages paſt: And as for the people of God meeting 
rogether ſometime in the night- ſeaſon te wait upen the Lore, 
and-jometimes fitting'in filence, & waiting upon the-Lord & no 
words uttered amongſt them, bur every. one firting filent before 
the Lord having received nothi —_— the Lord to ſpeak oneto 
another, at which the people of the world do wender,and falily 
judg ir not tobe a chriſtian exerciſe, burwe read'iin theScripture, 
F4b 2: that Jrb (who was a chriſtian , tor he wasa yuft —_— 
B ect 
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fect man ) he and bis friewds £0 ' the grom 14 ſeven day, and 
ſeven nights, and ſpake not a word one to another , this would be a 
firange thing at this day to ſee practiſed: Andin J-r.8:14. you 
may read, where the Prophet J-rem1ab exhorted the people to 
aſſemblethemſelves, and ſaid, Let #s er ter into the defenced C- 
ties, andier ws be filent there, forthe Lord ony Gol bath ja ws to 
/i/ence, bur ſuch a practiſe now is thought ſtrange by the people 
of the world, whoare not acquainted with the ways of God; 
who are wiſein their own eyes, and knows not what itisto wait 
upon the Lord in ſilence , who never yet was'putrto ſilence in 
themſelves by the Lord; and you may read Ezek. 3: where the 
Prophet jate cown amo* g the people of the Captivity, and they were 
Ji/Funtſh:d ſeven days; ard at the end” of ſeven days, (and not be- 
fore ) 'he word of the Lord came ro the Prophet, fo that you ſee ir 
was the practiſe of the fervants of the Lord vfcentimes to fir 


and wait upon the Lord in filence, though people wonder at ' 


ſuch meetings now; and we'do not read that there was alwayes 
ſpeaking among the Saints in the churches when they were mer 
cogether; but 4#: 2. wETead that the church was met together 
ina place, and the Holy Ghoſt fell apon them , and then they 
hegan to/[peak; axvhbe Spirit gave them utterance, then it ſeems they 
ad not ſpoken” before, ' though chey had met rogether ina 
houſe, and then they ſpoke the wondertul things' of God , and 
ſomethat heard, mocked; and others ſaid they were full of new 
Wine, evenas'the people of the World do at this day when any 
of the peopleof the Lord are moved to ſpeak as the ſpirit gives 
utterance; fo:rhar ſometime to fit in. filence, being met to- 
- gether to:wait upon the Lord, as' many ot the ſervants of che 
Lord do in this Nation, is 3 practiſe of Religion, and not con- 
zxrary, but accordingco'the Scriptures, for many of the ſervants 
andaſſcmblics of the Lords people practiſed rhe fame thing in 
ages:paſt, as the ſervants of cheLord do atthis.day; & fo this pra- 
ciiſe is to be upholden and maintained, becauſe it is proved to 
be according to the Scriptures, for the ſame thing was practiſed 
heretofore; and we read ts 20.7. that the church met in the 
night, for -?a«/ continued his ſermon till midnight: And as for 
their practiſe.inſpeaking, cicher man or womanas the ſpirit 


gives utterance, this 1s according to the Scriptures, though it . 


be much wondred at, and cryed againſt by the wiſe men and 
people 
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people of rhis age, for we read A4#. 2. that they- ſpoke in' their 
meeting as the ſpirit gave them utterance, without fludying-be- 
fore-hand what to ſay; & cheLord promiſed that ſons and da#gh- 
ters ſhould prophe/ſie,& in 4:+t- 21.9. we tead of one that had four' 
daughters that did prophefte, & divers other places in 

Scripture doth ſhew that women *-labonred in the Go- * Phil.4.' 

/pel, which doth prove that a woman ſpeaking & de- 

claring the things of "God, is' not contrary; but Jccording® to 

the Scriptures, and that any who are movedof:the Lord, may 

declare the things ot Gog, man or woman; and the Apoſtle 

faith, 1 Per.4.10. As every man hath received the gift , even ſo mi- 
eſter the (a»4 one to anoth-r ;-(o that this prectiſein Religion* is 

proved to be according tothe Scriptures, "7 20 

And as concerning their catl to che Miniſtry: ſomearecalled 
from their ordinary callings, as-from the Plough, or from han- 
dicraft work or tradings , or tuch like: thisis according ro the 
Scriptures alſo, for we read Aarr. 4. 18,19. where; the diſciples 
were called from-their Nets, and ſome were-called from the re- 
ceit of ' cultom,and we read Amosn7. thathe was a 
Herdſman,& a gatherer of Sycamoretruit;&* E/i- * 1 Kings 
ſha was called from the Plough ; and ſome others - 19.19. 
were called from keeping of ſheep: So that their | 
call ro:the Miniſtry, and practiſe in the Miniſtry, is according to 
the Scriptures; for the ſervants of the Lord-informer ages were . 
called ro che Miniſtry after the ſame manner; ſoin that they do 
agree to the Scripture both in Miniſtry and miniſtring, and' fo 
may own protection herein by the Protectors oath. 

And as concerning their going upand down through'the 
Countries, and from City to City, andfrom one Town toarne* 
ther, and from one Nation'to-another, this is according to' the 
Scriptures, though ſome ſeek occafion thereby againſt them,and 
unjuſtly takes them as for Vagabones, and executes their-envy 
upon them, yet it was the Apoſtles practiſe, as you may readin 
the-Book of - AZ; where the Apoliles cravelled from Countrey: 
to Countrey arid from one City to-anvthies 5 and thongh fome: 
of. theſcrvants of the-Lord are tnoved now to ſpeak-and diſpute 


inthe Markets, and reprove ſinin the gates, and inthe ſtreets, 


and in the high-ways, and threatning Gods judgements againſt 
the-wicked, all theſe things are according to the Scripture, and 
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vheir praftiſe berein is juſtified Boe Seriptures; for we read 
As 17.17. that Pax! diſputed in the Synagogues with the Jews, 
and with the devent perſans, and in the Market dayly with them that 
wet with bim; and we read Jer. 7. that he was commanded to 
fandinthe Gate of the Lords Houſe , and to ſpeak to all that 
paſſed into iz. And Jer. 26.. we read that he wavcommanded to 
fiand in the Court of the Lords Houſe, without doors , and to 
2 co all the Cities of Judah- And we readin the Booke of 
oneh, how he was commanded to go through the ſtreets, and 
to reproveſin , andto threaten Gods judgements againſt the 
wicked; and theſe praQtifes were range in that generation , as 
they are at this day antothe World , who are not acquainted 
with the ways of God, bur all people may ſee, though the ſer- 
Yants of the Lord do praiſe theſe rhings now as they aremo- 
ved, their practiſe herein is according to the Scriptures, for rhe 
ſervants of the Lord in former ages acted the ſame things , ſo 
thatin this practiſe the ſervants of che Lord ought not to be 
perſecuted, bue proteRted and maintained in it, and that by the 
ProteRors oath , becauſe it is proved to be according to the 
Scriptores, which heis ſworn to maintain. 

And as concerning their crying againſt ſuch , anddeclaring 
againſt them by __ and writing,thar preach for hire aud divines 
for wene), and ſeeks for their gain ; their quarter, and ſneb who 
goes for gifts and rewards, and hath ſums of money by the year for 
preaching, and though they deny fach rhar afts choſe things , to 
be Miniſters of Chriſt, this practiſe alſo is according to the $cri- 
ptures, for we read Afich. 3. that he declared againſt ſack as 
preached for hire, and divined for money, and ſuch were no Mini- 
ersof: Chriſt. And we read 1ſa:56. that he declared againſt 
them that ſaughs for their gain from their quarter which were gree- 
dy covetons men, ſuch as is many of the Teachers of England. 
Again, we read 2ar.23. where Chrift declared againſt ſuch, & 
did, not own ſuch to be any of his — _ wow: of men 
Maſter, who food praying inthe S we, the chie es 
hangs "ar andove ed i In 3 arid in many - 
prcen, wherethe Apoſtles declared again ſuch, and denycd 
ach co be Miniſters. of Chriſt, that preached for filthy Iucre , and 
took geft; and rewards for preaching, and by feigned words made 

. Mer- 
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merchandize of fouls , who Lady and high minded men, 
as you may read 2 Tim.3. chap. and ſuch men were denycd to 
be Miniſters of Chrift , by the Prophers , Chriſt, and his Apo- 
les. So that all people may fee this praftice-of the ſervants of 
the Lord at chis day, who are moved to declare againſt ſuch 
men thar aQs theſe things mentioned, is perfe&ly according to 
the Scriptures; for the ſervants of the Lord ſpoken of in Scrip- 
cure, did the very ſame things in this particular , -85 4s done at 
this day; therefore for this practiſe they onght not to be perſe- 
cuted as they bare been, but ought to be proteted and maintsi- 
ned init, and that by the ProteQors Oath , who hath ſworn to 
maintain that pratice which is according to rhe Scripture; and 
to declare againſt them that preach for hire, atid bave great 
ſums of money for preaching, and thatare called-of men Ma- 
ſer, and char takes gifts and rewards of people for preaching, 
I ſay, to do thus isa practiſe which the Scripture gives « large 
example for; and ſo ic muſt needs be according to the Scriptures, 
and onghec to be proceed in this Government, 

Again, as concer ang their denying to reſpe&t perſons, or to 
bow with hat or knee , inreſpe&t -of worſhipping any creature, 
this alſo is according to'theScriptores, ens people of the 
world, who livein pride and vain cuſtoms , are offended with - 
them in this practiſe; for we read that God commanded not to 
bow to any likeneſs, Exed.20, &nd we read James 2. the Apo- 
ſtle exhores notto havethe faith of: owr Lord Jeſus, Chriſt with 
reſpett of perſons , bur condemns that practiſe of reſpecting ſuch - 
as are in goodly apparel and gay clothing, and have gold Rings,- 
above a poor man in vile rayment; and he faith plainly, They 
that have reſpett ro perſons, commirs fire, and we read thatthe Pha- 
riſees ſaid of Chriſt, he reſpected no mans perſon; andhe is 6ur 
example. And we read that therhree children was caſt into the 
fiery Fernace with indignation before the King, being bound 
before him, and caſt into the Fornzce, Da».3- And we read that 
Pax! and all the ſervants of God, did »how Kings , and Princes, 
and Rulers, -andthey ſpoke plamly co all men , and" durſt nor 
give flattering titles to any,as you may read in Jeb 32.10 that all 
people may ſee the practiſe in denying to reſpect ——_—_— 
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ſpeaking plainly, without flattering Titles to any man, denying 
to pur off the Hat, or bowing to men in gay clothing, or gi- 

ving place'to ſuchthat wear' Gold Rings, and have goodly ap- 
parel, before ſach as have vileraimenr, is piſtly according to the 
Scriptures, though people {tamble ar fuch practiſes; and the peo- 
ple'of God may clairto be maintained in chis practiſe of their 
Religion, ſecingit is proved to be commandged in Scriptures, 
notto reſpect the perſon'of any:man, and alſo it was the Saints 
practiſe, and thereforeherein-they onghe not to be condemned, 
bue fuſtified, as being a7 practice in» Religion agreeing with the 
Scriptures: 

And as concerning their denying obedience to Magiſtrates in 
ſome<cauſes, this is according to:the Scripture alſo, for we read 
that the Rilers commanded the'Apoſtles , and ſtraicly charged 
them 7s peak ne more In the Name of Jeſs; yer the Apoliles did 
notobey'Mapiſtrates herein, neither did they ceaſe to preach 
inthe Name of jeſus; and chough Chriſt was commanded , or 
beſought to depart out of their coaſts,yet he did got obey their 

requelt;'and weread that the three children were commanded 
to worſhip'the great Image , \yetthey did not obey: chis com- 
mand of the'Kinp. So that all people 'may fee itis lawful for 
the Saints ro diſobey commands of Kings & Rulers, where they 
command that to be done'or ſpoken which God doth nor, buc 
the contrary: And I fay again, Where Kings or Rulers, Parencs 
or Maſters doth command or require any thing of them that 
are under them which'is:not according to God , in ſuch cauſes 
ſubjects, or people, andchildren and ſervants, are free, and not 
required of the Lord to ſubject to any thing which is not juſt- 
ly according to him: but/yer we ſay, That ſubiects, and people. 
and ehildrert , :and'ſervants {ought to be ſubject to them char 
have rule ovetithem,; in allrhings which-isaccording-to God in 
truth and righreouſneſs, and by.the Law of God all peopleare 
bound to obey thoſe that haverule over them , and not co dif- 
obey them in anything which may Rand with che-exerciſe of a 
good conſcience to God, ſo that though rhe-people gt the Lord 
now'do deny to depart out of a Town or place ,;and: though 
they-will notceaſe rodeclare againſt fin and wickedneſs jn es: 
chers 
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chers and people, though: a Magiſtrate command it, thi$4s-but. 
according,to the Scriptures, for the Apoſties went-om boldly, 
declating the Name of the Lord after they were forbiddgn;and. 
rhus the ſervants of the Lord doth now, they freely. declare the 
way of ſalvation,'and calls people to: repent and reproves 101+. 
quity in -1| ſorts of people, though wicked men command them, 
to the contrary, and falſly charges them that they are Gdiſobedi- 
ent to Government and Autbority., though they are not, no 
more then the ſervants of God, and Apoſtles of Chriſt, who in 
the ſame cauſes, did the ſame things ; and the Lord hath com- 
manded to'cry aloxd; and uot ro ſpare, but to tell people of their, 
tranſgrefiions ; and therefore many of the Lords ſervants doth 
deny to be ſilent, or to ceaſe from declaring againſt ſins though 
a Magiſtrate command it: And Chriſt -hacth commanded 
not to /wear at all, and therefore many doth. deny 't + ſwear ups» 
on any account, inany'place,-though the Magiſtrates do»eom- 
mand it. An&the ſervants of the Lord idoth deny to put-ioff # 
Hat, or to bew in reſpect of any mans perſon, though a Magi- 
ſtrate command it ; for the Scripture doth ſay, He that reſpects 
perſons, commits fin, ſo thatall people fnay ſee that what-the ſer- 
vant of the Lord doth in theſe things, are not contrary ,-but 
accordingto theScriptures; for all-theſe things were cornmanded 
&practiſed by the Saints in former ages, &they ſaid it was better 
to obey God then man, and we ought todoitin all things, and 
that according to theScriptures too.S0 that in all theſe praQtiſes 
in religion the Scriptures juſtifies them, and be/rs yrtneſs to 
them, and they migheclaim protection in; the exerciſe-of, them: 
by the Protectors oath, but if they be not maintained; bur per- 
ſecuted for the practiſe of theſe things, then will the light ine- 
very mans conſcience witneſs the oath is broken, and not kept; 
for it extends to uphold and maintain the practice of Religion 
which is according to the Scriptures , as theſe is proved to 
be. 

And as concerning their doctrines whe world ſtumbles at, yet. 
their doctrines are according to theScripture; though they ſay, 
Chr.is the light of the world, &itghteth every man,or bath given 
light to every man that cometh into the world;rhis is _ | 
to the - 
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the Scripture,as you may con 528. 12. Joh.1. 9g. and though 
they turn people from darkneſs to the hghe of Chriſt within 
chew, & exhorrs people to hearken ro that within them, & nor 
co feek a Chriſt withoue thera , ro aſcend or deſcend tofeich buy, 
theſe Do@rines are perfe&ly according to the Scripture, for 
you may reed 54#; 26.18. /es/ ſaith he was ſent to turn peo- 
ple from darkneſs ts the leghr, and from the power of Sataw ts the 
power of God; and Rem.10 you mny read the Apoſtle ſaith, 7 at 
ſaith is , The ord is nigh thee 1m thy beart, thats, T be Word of 
Fauh which we preach, and they wete not ro ſay, Who ſhall aſ- 
cond, or deſcend 16 ferch Chriſt, And though they tell people 
they muſt witneſs Chriſt in thew, or elſe they cannot be ſaved; 
this alſo 1s according to the Scripreres , as you may read 2 Cor. 
13.chep. the Apoſtle ſaith, Jeſus Chrift 5s rm you, except ye be ri 
probates, And though they fay , Chriſt is the Word of God, 
and'doth deny the Scriptures to be the Word by which the 
World was made,'thisDo&tine alſo is «ccording to the Scrip- 
rures, for weread Kev. 19.13. that the Name of Jefus is called 
the Word of God. And L»k: r. of the Scriptures it is ſaid, they 
area Declaration by thoſe which were eye-witneſſes and Mint- 
ſters of the Word. And though they preſs people to perfecti- 
on, and'doth ſay, Men may be perfect upon Earth, and com- 
pleat in Chrift Jeſus, this © o@trine alſo is according to the Scri- 
prures; —_— may read 1 Cor. 2. chap: and 6: of fome that 
were perfect, who were men upon earth; and the Miniſters of 
Chriſt ſpoke Wiſdom among them that were already perfe&; 
and Col.2:10, the Apoſile ſaith unto the Church who were men 
in this life upon Earth, he ſaich co thets, 7+ arc complear in hey. 
And though they preſs the people to live without fin, and doth 
ſay, They that are born of God doth not cemmit fin, this alſo is 
according to the Scripture; for it is Chriſts command, Mar: "5: 
Be porfett, as your Father in heaven x per fett:and 1Joh.3.there ir 
is ſpoken of ſome that were the ſons of God already, and he 
fairb, #/hoſoever i born of God, doth not commit fir, for he canner 
Sem becauſe he uu born of God, and ſaith he,” As he s, | Chrift ] /o 
areme inthis preſent werld. And now all people may underfiand 
that in all theſe DoQrines-which they do hold forth,hey do ful- 
( | ly 
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ly agree with the Scriptures, and chey bear wicnefs to the truth 
of their DoErines, that the ſervants of God, and the Apoſtles 
of Chriſt, did preach the very ſame things tor Dorine as #5 
done at this day; and fo theſe Doctrines are not to be wandred 
at, not ſo much as they are by the wicked to becryed againſt for 
hercGe and error; and theſe few particulars onely I have menti- 
oned, at which the people of this age the molt {tumble ar; and 
all other things whatſoever which is held forth for Docrines 
unto people, I am able to prove them by the Scriptures, that in 
all rhings they are according to the Scripture, & nor different 6r 
contrary tothe Scriptures; ſo that all people may take notice and 
ſee that whatſoever they do practice forReligion,and holds forth 
for DoErine, they do herein juſtly according to the Scriptures, 
and they juſtifie their practiſes & doctrines ia theſe things men- 
tioned, and in whatſoever elſe can be objected by any man, And 
this I ſhall take in hand to prove before all the World, That the 
people of God called Quakers,doth practice nothing for Reli- 
gion, or preach for Doctrin e, but what is perfectly according 
to the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament, and in the - 
fulfilling of themz and ſo they are proved to be of that true 
chriſtian Religion which is according to the Scriptures, and fo 
may fully claim protection and preſeryationin their practice of 
Religion : And thisis to be confidered by the Protector and all 
Magil(trates and people in theſe Nations, that they may know 
whar the crue Chriſtian Religion is, and who is init , and whois 
not init; and for this purpote is this written, for the ſatisfacti- 
on of all people, that chey may ſee who it is that hath a right 
and priviledg to be proteted&upholden by vertue of che Oarh. 

Likewiſe all may underſtand , That what ſuch- practice and 
profeſ. for Religion, is not without good ground, but that the 
very ſime things were practiſed by them that were of the true 
Chriſtian Religion, and preached for Doctrine by them that 
were Saints, which 1s now practiſed and beld forth by the people 
of God, and the Scriptures doth fully bear witneſs in all things, 
inewing chat tach are guided by the ſame ſpiric which the Sainrs 
were guided by 1n ages paſr; and as they had, ſo have theſe the 
reftinig uy rmacchey are of God, and that the whole worldlies 
In WIckediucts C And 
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And as concerning their betas 2 fected by many of the Ra. 
lers, Prieſts and People , though they be ſent ro priſon, and ba- 
niſhed out of Towns, and whipped aud beaten,and ſcorned,and 
reviled, this is alſo according to the Scriptures, and the Scrip- 
cures is fulfilled upon them , for the ſame things were done ro 
the Apoſtles, and to the ſeryants of the Lord, as you may read 
through the 4s, the people mocked the Apoſtles, and (lan- 
dered them, and ſaid they were full of new Wine, and the chief 
Prieſts conſpired againſt Chriſt and the Apoſrles, and incenſed 
the Magiſtrates againſt them , and the Magiſtrates pur Chriſt 
and many « f the Apoſtlzs in priſon,and cauſed them to be whip- 
ped and beaten, & to be baniſhed, & many other cruelties done 
unto them; the Scripture is full to prove this , from the begin- 
ning, tothe end of it; and Chriſte ſaid , 7 hey [Hall perſecure you, 
and {peak al manner of evil of you for my Nanses ſake, aud as they 
bzve done unte me , ſo ſha! hy do wnto you ;, yeſhal be hated of 
Nations: Andthe Apoſtle ſaid, 44 that will /ive godly #7 Chri/t 
Jeſus, (hall ſuffer perſecurion, $0 that all people may ſee, though 
the people of _the Lord beperſecuted, and reviled, and impri- 
ſoned, and cruelty doneunto them , and though ir be done by _ 
che chief Magiſtrates , and chief Rulers, andthe wiſemen of 
this age , all this is according to the Scriptures, and that the 
Scriptures mig ht be fulfilled;and the ſame things which are now 
done unto the people of God, were done unto the people of 
God in ages paſr by the ſame inſtruments , ro wit, the Rulers 
and Magiſtrates; and by the ſame means, to wit, by the infor- 
mation, and falſe accuſations of the chief Prieſts and Teachers, 
in Jerem:4h you may read how the Prieſts ſought to take away 
his life, and you may read how the chief Prieſts conſulted againſt 
Chriſt, and how they complained to the Y agiſtrares againſt him 
and the Apoſtles, and the ſame things arenow comets paſs, and 
wedo not ſrrangeat it, for itis the chiefPrieſts of England that 
doth moſt ſeek the; erſecution , and cauſes the people of God 
to be perſecuted by their complaining and petitioning to the 
Magiſtrates, ſo thatin all theſe things, not onely what is pra- 
£tiſed and preached for Doctrine, but alſo in what is ſuffered, is 
perfectly accerding to the Scriptures , and all people that are 

not 
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not blind, may ſee that this Religion is in all things agreeable 
with the Scriptures, both in what they do. and in what they 
ſuffer,ſo that this is given forth for the good information of the 
Protector, and all Magiſtrates, that they may hear the tryal of 
all things, and may not falſly conjecture or ſuppoſe ; and there- 
upon give judgement without any true knowledge, let them 
ſearch che Scripture, and try, I hope the worſt of men hath ſo 
much conſcience, that they will ſtand in awe of the breach of 
their ewn oaths, and that they will perform unto the Lord and 
unto all men, what they have firmly (and not compelPd){worn 
to do;and thus it may be hoped the woful perſecution wil ceaſe, 
which is lamentable to be declared , how the people of the Lord 
hav. ſufferd in many things,even thetn whoſe Religion is proved 
to be according to the Scriptures, who practice nothing forReli- 
gion, neither holds forth any thing for Dectrine but thar. 
which is perfectly agreeable to the Scriprures,as all people here» 
by may underſtand; which Religion the Procector hath ſworn 
to maintain and uphold, then who ſhall preſumeto perſecute 
the people whoſe practiſe in Religion is proved to be the very 
ſame which his oath extends tro maintain ? Surely no. men will 
be ſoimpudent, or ſhew ſuch rebellion to Government, asto 
endeavour to break down and deſtroy that people whoſe Religi- 
on is proved to be juſtly that which be is by oath bound to 
maintain; ſome beretofore before this Oath was taken , might 
plead ignorance, and ſay they knew not the mind of the Prote- 
cter,; but now his mind is fully diſcovered, and he doth not one- 
ly allow, but alſo hath ſolemnly ſworne to maintain and up- 
hold chat Chriſcian Religion which is-according to Scriptures; 
and it is proved what people it is whoſe Religion is ſo; andI ſay 
again, That ſame people mentioneddoth practice nothing, nei- 
ther holds ferth any thing for Doctrine, butit is either com- 
manded , or there is preiident for it in Scripture, or agreeable - 
thereto; and therefore that ſame people is of the true Chriſtian 
Religion which the Lord Protector hath bound himſelfe to 
maintain , by oath in the face of the whole Nations, ſo that 
none of the Maviſtrates now can plead ignorance : foras he is / 
ſworn to uphold the people ot God in their Religion , ſo are 
C2 
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they bound to be true t6 him and the Government, ard to ful- 
fil the good Laws, and his oaths and enterpriſes; ſo that I ſay a+ 
gain.it may be hoped for the time to come, for proteQion, and 
to be maintained, andno longer perſecured and deſtroyedin 
their perſons and eſtates, as formerly they have been, if men re- 
eard their own oaths, or there be any truth or fincerity in the 
heart of man; and Tay , By this very oath mentioned might 
the people of God own and claim proteion and defence in 
their way and practiſe of Religion, which is ſo plainly proved 
to be according to the Scriptures, _ none of them defired 
juch an oath for their protection , or ſought after it; yet being 
voluntarily inſtituted and taken, why may not they own the ex- 
tent of it, which reacherh to them more then to any beſides, as 
's clearly deſcribed; and not for their own ſakes altogether, do 
they own the benefit of it, but that he which hath taken it, may 
be clear in the ſight of the Lord in performing of hisoath, for 
his felicity, and the increaſe and continuance of good Govern- 
ment, they defire as much as their own protection, and they 
weuld not have any man fo wicked, or the cauſe of perpetnal 
infamy to be given to this Nation ſo much, as that any thing 
ſhould be deſtroyed or broken down , which is ſworn to be up- 
held and maintained in the Nation, leſt the Heathen Rulers riſe 
in condemnation againſt the doers thereof : Theſe, with many 
other arguments which might be produced , prefſeth many t6 
endeavour the fulfilling of the ſaid oath, for his own ſake who 
hach taken it. 

{And that firſt of all, by that oath the prople of God may own pre- 
teftion inthis Commonwealth, becauſe their Feligion is according 
ro the Scriptures, © c. 

Secondly,Thas [eme people raight alſo own protetiion tm thisCon;- 
monwealth, in that the moſt of them, if not all, have been truc 
and fauthfal jubjetts of this Commonwealth , and bazaracd lives 
and eſtates for the eſtabli(hing of ſuch a Government wherein the 
people of God might have full liberty for the exciſe of t heir pure 
Conſcience, 

Again, they may own protection in this Commonwealth as being 
at thus day a harmleſs and innecext people ;, not being effenſive to 
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ary mans prrſon or eſtate , or 17 any other thing, ( except to ſin ard 
witheds:: ſs, andthe workers thereof ) ani 1 ſay again, That 
they do not deſire any th ing but the welfare, 41d the excycaſe , and 
the eſtabliſkment ef this preſert Government , wherein it 15 accere 
drrg to God;  And\hts is written for the inſermation of all forts of 
people, that t h:y may know urrto what ſort of people the Proteftors 
eath exterds touphold wid maintain; and as concerring allthoſe 
whoſe pratls ſe in Religion and Do(trines are not according to Serty- 
1176, but contrary toit, 615 manifeſt 5 ard ſonotto be maintained 
and npho/acn intheir profeſſion and prattice of Religion by the Pre- 
teftorsomh, yet it ts not deſired that ſuch ſhonld be deſtroyed, rr 0- 
veri hrown, or bound, or impriſoned , or any erneliy done to them, 
though the:r prattice be nat accerding to Scriptures, bit its deſt- 
red that ſuch may live in peace in the Commonwealth , e:.joying 
their Relrgion to themſelves wuhout any moleſtation from any ou = 
ward L:w , or outward power, for mary »: ould not that any ſhould 
be compelled to, or from any exerciſes in Keligion by an outward 
L aw, but let them defend them|«lves in their Kelig1ov, (rom thoſe 
who may be meved of the Lord to repreove them, or declare againſ? 
them, or covince thim, ſothat many would have Religion to defend 
it ſelf, and that the Magiſtrates with their Laws may preſerve the 
peace 1y the Commonwealth, axd mens perſons and Eſtates , and wit 
i bir opinions aud judgements, and we wonldthey may not limit or 
ſtint tener conſcs:rcer, for many may be of .a tender conſcience in 
thoſe things wherem their conſciences are not truly informed » and 
fiuch (honid net bee condemned todeath, but to b: won by ſourd ac- 
(tr. ne, andin{/rufted by thoſe wl.o are calledof God , andſo thu is 
writ!ien that the whole Nation may underſtand the minde of the 
Leirds [.rvants in all thiſe things. Andlet no man blame me, for 1 
hve bu with an equal hand brought all ſorts of peop'e to the line of 
ire judgemert, that they may know who is to be maintained ( and 
who is mm in therr Religtor, and praitiſes thereof. 

But andif that after all this, the people of Coed be perſecu- 
ted, and violence be done to them, and- injuſtice and anrighte- 
ouſneſs acted upon them in this Commonwealth, as of late years 
hath been, and yet it be ſuffered to be, and none take any notice 
to preſerve and defend them whole Religion is according ts 
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Scripture, which he is ſ{worn'to maintain, then 1 leave it to the 
light in all mens cenſciences to judge, what « condition ſuch are 
in whoſe oath is not kept, but broken, for theſe things gre of 
no leſs value then either breaking or keeping a mans own oath, = 
which ſolemnly hath been taken, and this1s nor a light thing, 
but to be ſeriouſly conſidered of both by Magiſtrates, Teachers 
and people in this Commonwealth , yet notwithſtanding all 
this, the people of God doth not boalt in, or cruſt unto the arm 
of fleſh, neither are any whit the more confident in their way, 
chough it beproved that they ought in juſtice ro be upholden 
and maintained in what they profeſs and praQtiſe , as aforeſaid, - 
for their hope and confidence is onely in God, who onely is (uf- 
ficient ro prere@ and upheld his people in all their ways and ex- 
erciſes;, and though all men do —_ their own promiſes and 
oaths, yet will not the Lord forget his choſen people, to defend 
them from all their Enemies, who hath again appeared to gather 
his people, after the long andderk night of apoſtacy , and his 
Houſe and Tabernacle ſhall be exalted over all che Earth. 


An Objettion. 

Now many way ſay,ſecing I challenge,claim,and affirm that this 
Religion is the true Religion whichis according to Scripture , they 
they atk and ſay, Hath there been no true Religion before thi; ? or 
hath all theſe Religions been falſe before ? and ſeeing this hath but 
newly appeared inthe werld, was there no true Religion before? and 
if there were any, whire was it? and what was that Religion, ſec- 
ing there bath not been for many ages ſucha R:ligion as this is 
And after t his manner dot h many reaſon and objet? to themſelves, 
and raiſes to themſe!ves ſtumblings , and conceits themſelves that 
our forefathers were of 4 good way, and many of thens [ure were (4- 
ved which w 15 not of this Religion, which did nei profeſs and pr a- 
ftige theſe things which is profeſſed and prafliſed by this peo- 
pte. 

Anſwer _ : 

New unto all cheſeI do anſwer and ſay, That this Religion is 

the true Religion which is according co Scriptures, asis pro- 
F2 yed 


/ —- 


2z N | ; 

ved already, ſeeing they rol and practice nothing for Rei- 
gion but what the Scriptures doth juſtifie , and ſhews the very 
examples of the ſame things; \but that God bad a peeplein all 
ages, and a ſeed that never bowed to Faal its believed, and ſuch 
as vid (incerely ſeek after God according to' what they knew, 
and they were acceptedof God according to what was made 
manifeſt in that age and generation, yet the: teſtimony of truth 
it ſelf, and the way of the Lord it ſelf, for many .gene:tations 
barh not ſo clearly and purely been held-forth , asaxis now in 
this age and generation, for now the true light hath ſhined,and 
the way of ſalvation is evideotly made maniteft as by many wit- 
nefles and evident rokens which may be. given, and was notſo 
clearly for many ages paſt, held forthand known: And ſuch 
who have been ſincerely ſeeking after God ; though they knew 
not perfectly the way unto him , neither chad ſuch a pure 
teſtimony revealed to guide them,as now is manifelt,yet ſuch do 
now rejoice,and owns the way of the Lord,and the ſeed of God 
is refreſhed in them, and all cauſes of ſtumbling removed, and 
the pure light of che Goſpel is ſprang. forth moreclear in this 
age, then in any age for many generations ; forthe Scripture 
ſhewerh rhat a dark night of Apoſtacy hach been oyer the whole 
world, and the beaſt hath reigned, and the faiſe Propher hath 
deceived many Nations; and the whole World hath womdered 
after the beaſt for many ages, and che beaft hath made war with 
the Saincs, and hath had power to kill them, and hath put a top 
many times to the appearances of God, rill now at le he 
doth appear, and the power of hell and deach ſhall nor ſpp it, 
and they do ſay that they are come out of che Apoſtacy, to the. 
dawning of the day again, and the ſame power of God, and the 
ſame truth as wasin the Apoſtles days, and the ſame Miniſtry by 

the gift of the ſame Holy Ghoſt as was in the. Apoſtles days, is 

now witneſſed, and at the time of ignorance God winked, bur 

now theeye is opened, and all is called to repentance; ſo it will 

not excuſe any man to plead how it was with our forefathers,or 

to ſay, Where was this Religion before theſe few years, and ſuch 

like, for now the power of God ir ſelf is made manifeſt, which 

brings into the true Religion, and all that areof God heareth 


it, 


5-0. © 9% ® 
» "> a, 


OT - 


\ 


| 124] 

+it, and ſhall own it, and nile the Teſtimeny which is 
given : It's known that thereare many thonſands which hath 
not yetewnedir, in which thereis true thirſtings afrer God, 
and zeal for him, and ſuch are-not condemned to be alcoge» 
ther out of -Religion, for ſuch ſeeks his face, and the day is nei- 
ther clear nor dark to them, in which they are; and ſach ſhall 
ern end ſubmit to the Governmentof Chriſt, and they thac 
are not under the Government, are not of the true Religion, as 
I ſaid; This is the time of reſtauration, and the Lord is bringing 
back again;and a thorow retormation wil the Lord work in the 
Earth, ſuch as hath not been- known in ages paſt. There hath 
been a Seed ſown which the Devil hath catched away ; but now 
the Seed ſhall grow. and become the greateſt of all herbs, and 

' the fowls of ;Heaven ſhall lodge in the Branches. . 
And this 15'a plain anſwer to all ſober people , for atrerding to 
the Scriptures inthetimrs of the Apoſtles, the day of gloriow 
ulight ſprung forth, andmighty was the power of G24 at that day, bu: 
"fonce hath darkmeſs overſhadewed all, and Antrebri/t hath reigned, 
«1d the whale world hath been mad; drank with the wine of fern. - 
eat iv”, whitifhath hecn vu the hand of the whore, who bath fet wp- 
0n the Bexft; and won Nations ard Peoples, ant the Gentiles bath 
troddenunder fret the holy City of God for forry and:rwo mogtbs. 
but new is the time of reſtatiration as bath been promeſed, th u the 
Lord is bringing back. bis prople aga'#,,and the T abernacle of God 
ſhall be with men ,, and Chrift «lone muſt reign ana-rule , and his 

Kingdom ſet up ever the whole world. 

And let no man bt offended at what 1 bave done , for I bave not 
reflefled upon any mans prrſon, but on what be pratitiſerh for Relt: 
£807. 

London, the temth 
Momh,16 57, 


The End: 


